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A total of 55 loci were excavated in 2014 at Bethsaida.
Area location Grid Number of
loci
A South South of Stratum V city gate H,I 59, 60
L,M 58,59
24
A West West of Stratum V city gate F,G, 58, 59 19
C At the north of the site D, 29; ZZ, 28,29 5
T At the southern slope of the site B, C, D, 68, 69, 70 7
total 55
Since Bethsaida is located below Sea Level, all elevation numbers are negative.
Area A South
Area Supervisor: Dr. Kate Raphael
Stratum VI c. 1000 – c.920 BCE
In previous years we have selected the lower date (850 BCE) on the C14 scale for dating the
destruction of the granary of Stratum VI as has been published (Arav and Boaretto 2009, 203;
Boaretto et al. 2005; Sharon et al. 2007). This date is the least probable; most scholars would
follow the 1 sigma results of 68% probability. We maintained this date for a few important
reasons. 1) There is no Philistine pottery found at Bethsaida. Philistine pottery perhaps reached
by trade was found at nearby site such as Tel Kinorot. 2). Stratum VI at Bethsaida did not yield
pottery similar to early 10th century sites such as Tel Hadar and Tel Kinorot. However, we have
sent samples from Emmer wheat found in the granary of Stratum VI to Beta labs in Miami and
obtained similar results to the result Wietzman Institute in Israel retrieved from the same
granary. Therefore we hold now the date c. 920 BCE as the date of the destruction of Stratum
VI.
Here are the Beta results:
Conventional radiocarbon age – 2780 ±30 BP
2 Sigma calibrated results 95% probability Cal BC 1005 to 840 (Cal BP 2955 to 2790)
Intercept of radiocarbon age with calibration curve Cal BC 920 (Cal BP 2870)
1 Sigma calibrated results 68% probability   Cal BC 940 to 900 (Cal BP 2890 to 2850)
























































Arav and Boaretto 2009
R. Arav and E. Boaretto, Radiocarbon dating of the City Gate, in: Arav, Bethsaida A city
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47/1:39-55
Sharon et al 2007
Report on the first Stage of the Iron Age Dating Project in Israel: Supporting a Low




























Elevations: 168.37 – 168.63
This locus number was erroneously given to this location, it has been used for a different
location (H 56) in the 2013 season.
It consists of an irregular room, containing packed dirt floor between W1191, W 1188, W1190.
Pottery included shards dating from the Roman period to the middle ages. The room dates















Elevations: 168.46 – 169.15
This locus situated near W1193 and W1170, was erroneously given the same number as a locus
used in 2013 and located in H 56.
The locus contained remnants of walls scattered stones and modern disturbances. Pottery
included Roman and medieval shards. Among the modern coins noteworthy is an Ottoman coin










Loci: 2273, 2274, 2275, 2277, 2280
Grid: G 59
Elevation: 169.06-169.74
Notes: below locus 2269, removing material across loci.
Finds and pottery vary from the Hellenistic period to late middle ages. Among the interesting
finds are a group of beads and buttons, a Crusader silver coin, a late Roman coin, a Hellenistic











Supervisor: Dr. Nicolae Roddy, Vanesa Workman
The area is located in the north portion of the mound. Excavations in this area were conducted
during June 25 to July 3rd 2014. The excavations revealed more segments of the pavement
sloping east west in grid A, ZZ 29, 28 and a probe was excavated in the house in D 29. The
pavement flanks a wall in its southern end W671. A probe was excavated south of this wall. This
pavement is part of the street running to a corner in square E 27, where it turns south. The
northern loci of this year yielded debris and scattered stones.








Grid: A, ZZ 28Elevations:	169.75	–	169.72		
	FIGURE	65,	LOCUS	5738	














This is a probe 2.5 X 2 on the south side of W 671. Most finds are Hellenistic with some Roman
shards. Coins range from Ptolemy (240-260 BCE) to Antiochus III 198-187 BCE minted in Akko.







Area Supervisor: Dr. Gregory Jenks
Grid: B, C, D, 69. 70
This area is situated in the southern slopes of the mound. It consists of Mamluk and Ottoman
rural settlement. Seven loci were excavated in 2014, all except for 4013 are associated with
Stratum I.
Dr. Gregory Jenks reports:
AREA T
During 2014 we opened a large square to the East of the two squares opened in 2012 and 2013.
The northern half of this 10m x 4m “square” was excavated during weeks three and four, while
the southern half was excavated during weeks five and six. A number of stone walls were
exposed, some of which seem to be continuation of walls exposed in the previous two years.
One of the walls included a doorway joining the space from this year’s excavation with the
larger space excavated in 2013. Some intersecting walls at a higher elevation seem to be from a
later period and this suggests at least two phases of Mamluk occupation in this area of the site.
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The Mamluk date for these walls seems assured by the presence of more than 175 glazed
pottery pieces and more than 1000 medieval pottery shards. By contrast there were very small
numbers of Iron Age and Hellenistic items found.
Four (4) coins were found in Area T this year, 3 bronze and 1 silver. The silver coin has been
identified by Ariel Berman as a 5 para Ottoman coin, minted in Constantinople by Mehmed V
(Resad), the last of the Ottoman rulers,  in 1913 (his 5th regnal year).
We continued to find several Ottoman smoking pipes as well as small amounts of ash as well as
metal nails, as had been the case in the previous two years. The significance of these materials
became clear after discovery of a small pit used as a kiln to melt limestone, some examples of
which were found in and around the pit. Most likely, the kiln was used by Bedouin workers in
the late Ottoman period to create limestone for use as fertilizer in the adjacent area. The many
smoking pipes help to date the activity to a time after the spread of tobacco in the Middle East,
while the Roman nails could be residue from the use of timber material as fuel for the kiln.
A portion of a Doric capital and part of a grindstone were found south of wall W1206. Neither
appeared to be in secondary use as construction material in the existing walls, but were
presumably brought to the location for that purpose.
At the SE corner of the excavation we exposed a Syrian bunker, which presumably opened to






Elevations: 177.64 - 179.37










Elevations: 177.83 – 177.92





Elevations: 178.15 – 178.42
This locus includes a doorway. Some plaster on stone was discovered on the doorway indicating
plaster and white wash covering the entrance. One stone on the door jamb is an olive oil









Elevations: 178.97 – 179.23
The locus consists of remnants of plastered floor.








Elevations: 178.92 – 180.06
The locus is situated south of wall 1206 and consists of remains of paved floor disturbed by a
modern Syrian bunker. Pottery indicates Mamluk, Ottoman occupation. An outstanding find is
segment of a Doric capital in an early Roman style. The capital was reused as a mortar.
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	FIGURE	85,	LOCUS	4017	
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	FIGURE	86,	A	FRAGMENT	OF	A	DORIC	CAPITAL	IN	SITU.	
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	FIGURE	87,	LOCUS	4017,	DORIC	CAPITAL	
FIGURE	88,	LOCUS	4017,	SECONDARY	USE	OF	A	DORIC	CAPITAL	
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	FIGURE	89,	LOCUS	4017,	DORIC	CAPITAL	
